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Winter Storm Sandy
    The weather conditions that set up the winter storm sandy was characterized by low pressure approximating 746mb. The winds extended to 520 miles with high amounts of rainfall (National Weather Service, 2012). The development of the storm was abnormal with high levels of snow measuring 28 inches. The storm started along the Caribbean coast and was characterized by the tropical depressions. The strength of the storm was tremendous scaling to Category 2.  On the subsequent, the storm fell to Category 1 (Sharp, 2012). The onset of the storm was marked with the rise and fall of the tropical heights. Consequently, high tidal waves were likely to hit most of the coast that would become a historic storm.   
The preparation of the Hurricane Sandy saw the emergency planners using a communication infrastructure that ensured coordination between them and the public. They communicated through the local radio stations to broadcast to public safety measures (Sharp, 2012).  Besides, they informed the public of the possibility of loss of phone services that would stifle the communication system. They distributed inflatable boats that would be used for transportation. Rescue squads were dispatched with emergency teams in helicopters patrolling the area.  
Moreover, community agencies stocked food, purchased power generators, taped windows, and chainsaws. The windows of various households were reinforced to prevent them from windy conditions. Besides, the National Guard troops were up in arms ready for the storm. Other stakeholders such as US Forestry Services, medic units, and swift water rescue teams were posted within the region (Sharp, 2012). Also, the team drafted a list of specialized equipment and professionals that would facilitate the preparations.
The management team did not prepare for the worst-case scenario since they did not act with utmost urgency. The lack of need was evident when the emergency operations were crippled after the sudden heavy rainfall and snowy conditions. The unexpected rains lead to a power blackout and making the roads inaccessible. The lack of preparedness was also as a result of the inaccurate information the weather broadcasting team relayed to them. In this regard, they did not anticipate such climatic changes to put in place appropriate measures. The severity of the storm would have escalated if not for the predictability of the storm which shifted among the affected towns (FEMA, 2018). The team could have worked with the power and the gas company to restore power in places like Baltimore.
The emergency team could have prepared better by acting with a sense of immediacy due to the unpredictable nature of such storms. The preparation team could have coordinated with the National Hurricane Center could make important decisions regarding the storm. The team could have intensified their operations in areas that the Hurricane Center predicted to be likely hit by the storm. If possible, they could have used the local radio stations to tell the public to a safer area. Also, before the storm, the states could have constructed hurricane bonkers that would provide the civilians shelter from the storm instead of blaming the weather broadcasting team. 
The after-action reports showed that the storm had caused a lot of destruction prompting the government to provide financial assistance amounting to $25.6 billion to the residents of the affected areas. Property worth more than $65 million was destroyed making it the second-costliest storm in the history of America. The amount of damage the storm caused shows that the emergency teams did not prepare effectively to counter the storm. The storm had displaced approximately 23,000 residents who seek shelter in temporary structures (FEMA, 2018). Federal governments have put in place collaborative measures by signing declarations that will aid in the preparation and the rebuilding efforts.
 Proposals have been made to promote collaborative efforts among 12 states and the State of Columbia (FEMA, 2018). The federal states should also set aside funds that would be used to build more resilient infrastructure that could withstand similar storms in the future. Also, the communication structures should be efficient to enable urgent emergency preparations especially other areas have been reported to be hit by a storm.
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